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It’s about building your life on a solid foundation.

 Wayne Maddy

Walk the walk and talk the talk.

People do not walk uprightly and with integrity by accident or by being lucky.  We are saved by grace, but we serve and obey God by choice.  We are faced with choices daily, and without the proper teaching we will follow a familiar path rather than follow the Lord.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  Romans 12:2  
The devil doesn’t like the decision you made to be born again, and he will try very hard to convince you that you aren’t really saved.  He will whisper lies to you to make you think that was a silly thing to do. “Only weak people do things like get saved.  Besides, you aren’t worthy of God’s Grace.  You’ve done too many bad things to receive total forgiveness.  God would never waste his time on the likes of you”.  That is all a lie.  The only way for you to know for sure that it’s a lie is to get into the Bible and read it.  In  John 8:32 the Word says, “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  And another truth is told to us in  John 10:10,  “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  

The devil does not want you to know these things, so it may take some effort on your part to get into the Word and read it.  But do it, no matter how difficult it may seem to you at first.  It is also very beneficial for you to read out loud because it is helpful to hear the Word of God.  The Bible says in Romans 10:17, “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”  So your faith will come as you read the Word of God aloud, and as you hear others read the Word aloud.
Hide God’s Word in Your Heart

The truth is in the Bible.  God called David a man after his own heart.  Even though David had a lot of struggles in his life and committed about every sin known to man, God still loved him because David was constantly in pursuit of God. David inquired of God before every major battle in his life.

9“How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living according to your word.   11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”         Psalm 119: 9 & 11

With God’s Word hidden in your heart, you will always be able to defeat the enemy and his lies whenever he attacks you.  If you don’t hide the Word in your heart, you will have a dull sword or an empty gun to fight with.  The Bible says, “Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”         Ephesians 6:17

This says you can defeat the enemy once you are born again (The Helmet of Salvation), and you defeat him with God’s Word (The Sword of the Spirit).  It is very important for new believers to memorize scriptures.  The Word of God is where understanding comes from.  Psalm 119:34  “Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart.”  How do we get understanding?  Psalm 119:130 tells us “The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.”   Because we are born of the flesh with a    sinful nature, we will continue to struggle with sin.  However, the Bible says, when we are born again, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!.” II Corinthians 5:17

This means you will see things differently from the past.  You will now understand what you didn’t understand, you will hear what you could not hear before, and you will see what you could not see before.  Many changes will take place in your life, but when you fail, you are not cast out like old rubbish.  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”    

I John 1:9

With this Word embedded in your heart, you can defeat the enemy.  Quote it out loud, confess your sins, and ask God to forgive you.  He always will; the Bible says so.

It is common for a new believer to believe the lie that your sins are different from everyone else’s.  Therefore, you will never be able to overcome your secret sins.  That is a lie.  The Bible says,  “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”      I Corinthians 10:13

Learn God’s Ways

God is always faithful to his people.  He loves us so much that he gave His only begotten Son that we could be saved.  His Word is a love letter to all his people.  Read it and re-read it.  Spend 10 to 15 minutes every day in the Bible, whether you read two pages per minute or two minutes per page doesn’t matter.  God longs to share time with you and He will change your life for His own Honor and Glory bit by bit, sin by sin, if you will just give him the chance.  Read the Bible and pray.

Put Your Trust in God

“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.”     John 16:24

God really does care about your needs and wants.  Call on His name and He will hear you.  He wants to meet your needs; He wants you to be filled with joy.  Don’t hesitate to call on Him.  Many people want to make this scripture and others like it a holy religious thing, but take it literally, just as it is written.  Matthew 18:19 says, “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.”

You Are Never Alone

God wants to be part of your life.  He wants to be involved in every area of your life, from your most public activities to your most private and intimate times.  He is with you wherever you go and whatever you do.  You are never alone once you are born again.

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”     John 14:16-17

Wow, you are never alone.  The Holy Spirit has moved into you and will lead you if you will give Him the opportunity.

Make God Your Source

God is a jealous God.  He doesn’t want anything or anyone to get between you and Him.  One of the ways you can develop your faithfulness to God is through your tithes and offerings.  Actually, we are commanded to give tithes and offerings. We should take them to the storehouse.  The storehouse is where you are being fed—your local church.

Malachi 3:8-11

“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.  But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’

In tithes and offerings. 9You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me. 10Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the LORD Almighty. Malachi 3:8-11

God is very serious about your obedience with your tithes and offerings.  If you surrender your finances to God, you are much more likely to surrender everything else to God.  The Bible says that where your treasure is, there your heart is also.  And, finally, about tithes and offerings:  we increase our chances for success by large measures if we are obedient with our money.  Why?  Because God will prove His faithfulness to us.

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”     Luke 6:38

Fellowship with Other Believers

Find a church that teaches from the Bible and teaches Jesus as the Living, Resurrected Son of God.  Anything else is a lie.  Jesus is The One and Only Savior.  Find a church where the people carry their Bibles and the Pastor refers to the Bible often.

Hebrews 10:25 “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing. . .”

There are seven benefits in attending and belonging to the Church according to Acts 2:42-47:


	1.     Instruction 
	“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching”

	2.    Fellowship
	“and to fellowship”

	3.    Observance of the  

       ordinances            
	“the breaking of bread”



	4.     Corporate prayer
	“to pray”

	5.     Effective outreach
	“Everyone was filled with awe”

	6.     Common cause   
	“had everything in common”

	7.     Mutual assistance    
	“they gave to anyone as he had need.”


God commands us to assemble together

There are three other benefits of participation in the local church.


	1.     Worship     
	Acts 20:7 “On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people . . .”  

	2.     Discipline
	Matthew 18:15-17  “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you . . .”

	3.     Pastoral oversight
	I Peter 5:1-3  “. . . Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers . . .”


Make your tongue your testimony 

 The Bible has many references to our mouths.  We can curse or praise from the same mouth.  The Bible says   “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”     Ephesians 4:29

“Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”     Colossians 4:6

“From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good things . . .”   Proverbs 12:14

The Bible says that we will reap what we sow (Galatians 6:7) and that our words are seeds (Mark 4:14).  We will harvest the fruit of our words.  So it is imperative that our words are according to God’s Word so that we can reap an acceptable harvest.  Spend time reading the book of Proverbs; pay special attention to chapters four and ten.

One of the best ways for us to control what we say is by protecting what we think about all day long.  Philippians 4:8 says, Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  The Bible also says that “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he.”  Proverbs 23:7 (KJ)
Be Baptized 

Though baptism does not have anything to do with getting into heaven, it is a declaration of victorious living .  The significance and purpose of baptism is identifying your life with the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is an outward statement of an inward decision.  It is an act which declares your commitment to Him and your call to be his disciple.  It is symbolic of the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus.  By being baptized we declare our legal grounds of liberation from the bondage of the flesh and we exercise our authority over the power of sin in our lives.

“Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”  Romans 6:3-5;  “In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.”   Colossians 2:11-12

How And When To Be Baptized

The Greek word “baptizo” means to immerse.  Therefore, we baptize people by immersion.  That’s why we read in the Bible that people were baptized in rivers and pools. (Matthew 3:6; Acts 8:36; Acts 16:13-15)  

Everyone should be baptized after making the decision to be born again because it makes a public expression of the reality that Jesus Christ is Lord.  We do not baptize children before they have made the decision to be born again, and we do not baptize adults who have not been born again.

Welcome to the Family of God.  

The people may let you down, but God never will.  He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  You can always trust God.

Remember to read your Bible and pray every day.

Memorize the Word.  Begin with:

Psalm 119: 9 &11

9“How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living according to your word.   11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”     Psalm 119: 9 & 11

I John 1:9

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”      I John 1:9

I Corinthians 10:13

“No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”      I Corinthians 10:13

John 16:24

“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.  Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.”     John 16:24

Add more as you grow.  God will give you scriptures to memorize if you are willing.

Note:  The scripture addresses will be much easier to remember if you will say the reference both before and after saying the scripture.
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